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OUR Aſſociation for this year 1 295) was held at Plymay1, ., 
June. When the following order was obferves * 


A 


"1 +; 


THE preceding Evening, the Rev, Robert Crook Pre 7 
the Rev.ci-----G1les of Exeter preach-d from Nom. 8. E . 


AT ſeven o'clock in the morning the miniſtars met for des, 
private converlation when the Circular Addrcis was read a0, 


proved, ran 
THE Rev. Wm. Chaptin of Totnefs opened the public fen 
the day by prayer aud reading the Scripturcs, 
THE Rev. James Hook of Beer, engaged in prayer, ent day ki 
(HE Rev. James Small of Axminſter prrached the d tio 
oa typ Tim. g. 16 former part: after ich the follows » ſhoulc 
els, driwnupby the Rev. John Saltren was read tothe Cur 3 
lion. . Jou may t 
THE Rev. Samucl Rooker concluded wit! prayer. In the co 


N the *even-ng the Rev. Alexander Ing.is of Newton Al duch int 
of W 

* | gon: m 

wich the 


Wempt a 


| mo have 
T appeared rom the Accounts given by the Miniſters, of th d auther 

ok religion in their teſpective Congregations ; that unity gene! | 

prevails in them; that ſeveral churches have received conlider ch the 

additions ſince the laſt Aſſociation; and that a debre gen- 

prevails for the ſpread of the goſpel, not only in Britain, but Tur 

among the heathen, emmitte 


landing | 


pos 14% | A 9 7 1 p 
Fr 8 Joſeph Lamb of Waymouth preached the pre 


>ermon from 2 Cor. 5. 13. and former part 0! 14th, verſe, 
* Y v4 


; 1 1 _ - 
THE Rev. James Stoat of Aſhburton concluded with prayer, 
LEY 


THE next Aſociatibn is to be held in Exeter, at the place w 
the Rev. Mr. Giles's congregation meet, on the Wedneſday imm 


ately preceding Midſummer day 1796. The Rev. James 572180 as t 
deſired to draw up tho Circular Addreſs, ' . Redeern . 
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DraR BRETHREN. 


Tur bold attemptsof Infidels at the pre- 
kit day to ſet aſide your regard for chriſtianity by an 
poſition to its credibility, make it neceſſary that 
re ſhould direct your attention to its evidences, that 
u may the more readily baffle their wicked deſigns. 
In the compaſs of a ſhort addreſs, we cannot enter 
duch into the arguments in ſupport of our holy re- 
gon: much leſs anſwer every frivolous objection, 
mich the craftineſs of men may ſuggeſt. But our 
hempt at preſent, is chiefly to ſtimulate ſuch of you, 
mo have neglected ſo important a duty, to cxamirie 
authenticity, with that attention and impartiality, 
mich the magnitude of the ſubject requires. 

Taz ſcriptures of the old teſtament, which were 
{mitted to the Jewith nation, and which, not with- 
ding their preſent conduct, they continue to vene- 
Me as the word of God, ſpeak of the Meſſiah as a 
leleemer who ſhould come to Zion. In conſequence 
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LES | 
of which, that nation has been for many ages expet 
ing him. It is therefore a ſtrong argument in fy 
of Chriſtianity, that Jeſus Chriſt in every reſp 
anſwers the many prophetick deſcriptions of t 
promiſed Saviour. To theſe prophecies Chriſt 
pealed, and the apoſtles reaſoned from them "i 
ſuch ſucceſs, that they were the means by whi 
thouſands of Jews, were very early convinced 
Jeſus wasthe Meſſiah ; who embraced the goſpel, x 
lived and died his faithful diſciples. The prop} 
cy of Daniel is ſo very particular reſpecting hin, u 
the /ime when he ſhould make reconciliation fori: 
quity, that ſome Jews in examining it have be 
converted to Chriſtianity even in modern tim 

« In the laſt century there was a public diſpute 
Venice between a Jew and a convert from Judai 
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concerning the ſenſe of this prophecy. A noted Rd 
bi was choſen moderator and a great many [ex 
were preſent. The Chriſtian urged his argumen 
againſt the Jews with ſo much force, that at leng 
the Rabbi faid, Let us ſhut up our books, forif1 
go on examining this prophecy any farther, we fh 
all become chriſtians, It cannot be denied (added 
that the time of the Meſſiah's coming is already pil 
but whether Jeſus of Nazareth be the perſon, lc 


not determine. The conſequence of this was 
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xl Jews were converted; and one of them a very 
ned man, wrote a large book againſt the Jews, 
he preface to which he tells this ſtory, as the means 
is converſion. “ 

gor even if the truth of the ancient ſcriptures had 
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of th 


mriſt 7 


1 deen ſupported by miracles, and the fulfilment 
2 1 ; hmany prophecies ; or ſuppoſe there had been no 


«tion reſpecting Jeſus Chrilt in thoſe writings ; 
| Chriſtianity would have come ſufficiently re- 
mnended by the ſplendid miracles which were 
ought by the Lord Jeſus and by his apoſtles in his 
me. If you had heard this wonderful Perſonage 
aching the glad tidings of ſalvation, and ſaying that 
came forth from the Father and was come into the 
old for the redemption of man: at the ſame time 
ad you ſeen him work miracles of the moſt benevo- 
it kind, and with a word give ſight to the blind, 
aling to the lame, hearing to the deaf, the power 
E ſpeech to the dumb, life and immediate health to 
edead, and feeding many thouſand people with a 
w loaves and fiſhes ; would you not have thought 
proper to have yielded him the fulleſt credit? Or 
you ſeen the reſt of the aſtoniſhing miracles which 
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"; c wrought and had heard him ſay © I am the light 
r che world; he that followeth me, ſhall not walk 
WY Expoſition, vol. 6. * . 
A3 he 


Ip 
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in darkneſs but ſhall have the light of life: ” yy Ve like 


you not have believed him? You mult indeed þ & be 


ſaid with the Jewiſh ruler, © We know thou ae of ] 
teacher come from God: for no man can do ul fi 
miracles which thou doſt except God be with hind in 
IN addition to the miracles of Chriſt tak int, ty itl 
conſideration his prophecies. You will tind = comp 
be ſuch as to give his diſciples in a very ſhort Hal hin 
the moſt ample proof, that he was the true Me before 


all exa 
comp! 


He foretold his own ſufferings, death and ref 
rection, with all their attendant circum{tances, | 
pointed. out the very diſciple who would betray |; 
and the other who would deny him. He told 
diſciples, that they ſhould be offended and de{ation. 
him. That he ſhould be betrayed to the chief prie 


Inlmen 


who after inſults and abuſes, ſhould condemn him to 
death, and that by them he ſhould be deliver gem. 
the Gentiles to mock, ſcourge and crucity him: th, writt 


the third day he ſhould riſe again from the deada 
appear to his diſciples in Galilee. In all theſe pr 
dictions you will perceive the moſt exact correſpa 
dence with the ſubſequent events: by which our La 
deſigned toconvince his diſciples, that he was in tru 
the Meſſiah. Now I tell you before it come, t 
when it is come to paſs, ye may believe that I a 
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fe likewiſe with you to examine that particular 
by reſpecling the deſtruction of the city and 
thou e of Jeruſalem. In which you may obſerve 
do ti ul figns which were top! ecede this great event 
hin ad in the moſt circumſtantial manner. The 


toy itſelf was to be ſo ſudden and univerſal as 
« 1:1; compared to the lightning coming out of the 
hort i ul ſhining unto the weſt. The ſufferings of the 
Me before, at, and after the ſiege, were to be great be- 
14 refill example. The ruin of the temple was th 
ccs, Wcomplete, that one {tone was not to remain on 
ray hier: and the city was to be levelled with tho 
told had. All this was to take place in that riſing 
id d:/Mration. Compare this prophecy of Chriſt with 
f priel{@lilment as related by Joſephus, and you wilt 
n him to imagine it to be 2% ry of this dread- 


vered udgement, rather than a preiliction of the cala- 
m: thi, writton about torty years before the event. 
cad ar Jewiſh nation is at this very day a ſtriking 


ele pi ment of the truth of the Redeemer's predictions. 
Tc!po ſews are diſperſed over the world, according 


and the deſolate ſtate of Jeruſalem continues 
able to another, Tf therefore the truth of the 
Man religion were to be tried by the fullilment 
author's prophecies alone, its divinity we think 


in trul 
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fully appear to every intelligent and impartial 
ler, 
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- Fn 'examining the evidences of our religion 
preſume you will attentively notice the reſury; 
of qur Lord, not only as it is an invincible argun 


AEN 
to th. 
it, till 


of its truth: but as it is one of the moſt impor who 
doctrines of Chriſtianity. If Chriſt be not raffif@cularly 
your faith is vain ; ye are yet in your fins. ” Wd him: 
Redeemer had repeatedly ſignified to his diſcipleW touche 
violent death he was about to ſuffer and that he i and ex 
riſe again from the dead the third day. Not he a 
this had been communicated to the chief prielts, Wed of 
urged it as a reaſon to Pilate, why they ſhoullkred tha 
the precautions which they did, to prevent any Nuri 
poſition. But it was not the ſtone, the ſeal, of they il 
Roman guard, which could prevent this mighty to the » 
queror of death from riſing triumphant from Ward, t 
grave. You will obſerve that his diſciples who Mie min 
choſen to be witneſſes of his reſurrection, wet Mrais v 
a ſet of credulous men, who were eaſily to be Whquire, 
poſed on in an affair of this nature. The dired ny of 
trary of this was their character and they were the fi 
ſervedly upbraided for their unbeliet. It was itory o 
the greateſt reluctance they admitted this fe teſt 
particular, till they had received every demonſtꝗ che ful 
of its truth, notwithſtanding they had bcen tau will 
to expect it and were early apprized of it bj god 
who had indeed ſeen the Lord after his reſurred God, 


W 
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igion Warn Thomas was informed that Chriſt had ap- 
arm is the other diſciples, he ſaid he would not be- 


arg till he had ſeen and felt that it was the ſame 


imp who \7as cruciſicd. In this you find he way 


not rafffcularly gratified. The Redeemer repeatedly 


5. ” Wd himſelf to different companies of his dileip!os, 
(ciplsy touched him, converſed with him, ate with 
he nd examined him to ſatisfy their doubts : and 
Nota t he appeared to an aſſembly of more than five 
elts, wired of them together. Such numbers having 
(ould Wired that they had fo frequently ſeen the Lord at- 
t any Whireſurrection, could not be deceived themſelves, 
eal, or fitthey ſhould all ſo perfectly agree together to re- 
ighty q o the world a falichood, with no other proſpect 
from Ward, than ſufferings and death, is what no cons 
who e mind can ever admit. 
 vereſals will neceſſarily lead yau more particularly 
to be (quire, what reliance was to be placed on the 
ircctMony of the immediate diſciples of Chriſt. They 
/ vere the firſt publiſhers of Chriſtianity, and wrote 


was liltory of the goſpel and the cpiſtles, recorded in 
is iaWew teſtament. From this we truſt you will re- 
the fulleſt ſatisfaction, 

v will obſerve their excellent character. They 


on{tr; 
en tal 
it by! good men, men whoſe lives were wWholly devot- 
urreal God, and whoſe conduct was influenced by 
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cannot therefore with any {hadow of reaſon, þ 
pected of having endeavored to impoſe on man 


Prop ſe went 


E 
of Chriſtianity, they were diſintereſted in the 
eminent degree. This world's wealth Wash 
ſufficient object to allure their exalted min 


have a ſtriking example of this upon re ha 1 


ſyitem which they knew to be falſe. A: 
1 Pro] 
r they « 
nemies 
n grea 


primitive church a number of rich converts ſoe in 


lands, and brovght the price of them to the ap Ev 
to be placed by them in a common fund fernt th 
port of the whole. Did they as mercenary meny dich 
have done, turn it to their own account ? Telit v 
reverſe of this was their conduct. They cal” thi 

the ſociety at large to chooſe proper perſonsto elted, 
the management of this ſtock, into whoſe hank they h. 
transferred it, that as ambaſladors of Chriſt the Chr 
be the more at liberty to attend to their! pd _ 
work. They knew it to be the will of their} e 
giver that thoſe who preach the goſpel ſhout _ . 
of the goſpel. None of them however required their! 
than a bare ſubſiſtence, and ſome ot them eveny of mi 
ed with their own hands that they might ſave e 

converts from this very trifling burden. You dem. 
erate 


perceive that they not only did not ſcck wealtl 
even ſuffered the loſs of what was their own. | 
gave up cvery earthly endearment ſuch as the! li 


lantane 


the 
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inds, their occupations, their friends, parents, 


ſter. 

In, children, and even their own countries alſo, 

»n, b. 

mam might ſeck the ſalvation of mankind, They 
E went through the molt extraordinary hard- 


1 Ln propagating the goſpel. In every place 
=_ carried the glad tidings, they met with 
1. mies and freſh ſuiferings : that they could 
d. Mb great 17508 « It in this life only, we 
e oe in Chriſt we are of all men the moſt mi- 
Even this could not deter them: nor did 
the nt their very lives dear to themſelves in the 
[diſcharge of their miſſion: for moſt of the: 
Th Wed it with their blood. Men who meant to 
on the world could not have acted a part ſo 
elted, generous, and noble. 

hauch hey had more than their excellent character, 
je Chriſtianity to be a revclation from God. 


vere inveſted with the moſt ext ragrd. nary powers 


* vere of vaſt importance to recommend them 
_ otice of mankind, and ſulhcient to prove the 
ne their report. The diſciples wrought a great 
þ of miracles in the name of Jeſus, to prove 
rere were his {crvants and that he was indeed 
Y ou Wien. Though they were originally a ſet of 
vealterate men, yet they were in a moſt attoniſh- 
n. JWentancous manner made capable of under- 
cir FW the various languages of the nations and 
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E 12 - ] 
of proclaiming to the inhabitants of every 
in their own native tongue the tidings of (al 
Thus they carried with them the mot indy 
proofs of a divine miſſion: * God bearin 
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witneſs both with ſigns and wonders and wit 
miracles and gifts of the holy Ghoſt, ” 
THnx1Rk unparalleled ſuccelsin preaching thy 
is a further reaſon, why their teſtimony fl 
credited. With no other vilible arms, th 
of meckneſs, humility, love, and the moſty 
conduct joined with the evidences already m 
ed; friendleſs and unprotected they went fat 
fpread Chriſtianity every where, againſt the 
dable oppoſition of the molt cruel tyrants, 
their crafty councils. 'T he goſpel which the 
vered prevailcd againſt all the reſolution, ftren 
policy of the greateſt empire that ever exif 
triumphed over all the prejudices of the! 
world ; their religion, cuſtoms, laws, policy 


intereſt, vice, and even their philoſophy u 1 


e char 
f the ſ 
at to | 
s we! 
ready 


oppoſe it. © It appears from the write 
hiltory of the church, that before the deſtni 
Jerufalem the goſpel was not only preache 
leſſer Aſia, and Greece and Italy, the great 
af action then in the world; but was liken 


5 * 3 + Cn . , 
p. gated as far reniwand as Scytbia, 2s Neue 
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Ethiopia, as far eaſtward as Parthia and 
every alis far weſtward as Spain and Britain,” * 
s of (al 


»{t indy 


bearing 


neat ſucceſs againſt ſo much oppoſition can n 
accounted for, but by believing that they 
baſſadors for God and that he was with 
a truth. 

;blefſings which the world has derived from 


nd wit 


95 


hingthe nity is a further proof of its authenticity. It 
xduced the greateſt happineſs, as well as order 
ety. It has produced characters the moſt 


uy for devotion, zeal for God and purity of 


ony | 
18, tha 
moſt y 


-ady n promiſes have been found ſufficient to ſup- 
vent fu mind of believers under the heavieſt aſflictions, 


make them exceedingly joyful, in the hour of 
Compare the bleſſed effects of Chriſtianity 


nſt the 


rants, 
oſe of infidelity. A religion fo conducive to 


Lich the 
| fre pes and felicity of men, mult neceſſarily come 
p . 9 
** 5 and oppoſition to it can proceed only 
f the . N 8 

„ limits of our addreſs will not permit us 
policy eps 
phy u r upon the arguments which may be deduced 
_ character of Chriit, and the intrinſic excel- 


the ſacred writings, which of themſelves are 
it to prove the divine origin of Chriſtianity. 
$we refer you to thoſe treatiſes which have 
ready written on this ſubigdb. 
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Newton's Diſſ. vol. 2. 
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Tre brethren are ſome of the evidence 
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excellent religion which have convinced the ſuch 


wiſeſt of mankind, and which we with Wii 1 
ly to examine. Thoſe men who (pal; a 
in oppoſition to it, ſhould at leaſt bring ſome it to 
proof againſt ſo much teſtimony. But ti , ti 
has been done. It is wholly beyond cher It 


Conjecture, ridicule and bold allertions hi 
tainly can have no weight with thc truly cen 


are meant to ſupply its place. Infidels wh n hi 
to deſpiſe the credulity of thoſe who reccive est 
without better evidences, are then ſelves ſo er hren 
as to maintain the moſt contemptivle abſu of | 
They muſt believe that the apoſtles withoutt cage 
proſpect of advantage and in full c::pcctatiot We ) 
greateſt ſufferings and molt cruel! deaths, c 
ſea and land to aſſert facts of which they (IEP 
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knowledge. They muſt . ſuppoſe that thed 
of Chriſt were wicked men who went every alual 
propagating the groſſeſt falſehood with a 
teach the moſt exalted virtue. In ſhort the 
believe that the great author of Chriſtianity, 


with 
miles 
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his enemies allow to have been a pure and ex 
character and who certainly gave every dem 
tion of his being the true Meſſiah, was nere 
one of the vileſt impoſtors. All this they mulÞ® v- 
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any teſtimony whatever. erſons who can 
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-d the ch weak and Impoſſible things ſhould be: 
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win With reſpect to the credulity of others. 
ion to every other argument which can be 
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it to prove tne divine OTIQIN of Christianity, 
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7... hat many of you have a witneſs in your- 
43th till : 
d their Wot its truch. *. You have experienced its en- 


ing ſanclitying and comforting influence on 
n minds, leading you to love its author, to 
u him for all your ſalvation, and to devote 


eeive ies to him as his genuine diſciples. Be ailur- 
es ſo Hen that all your acquaintance with the evi- 
le a0. of Chriltianity without this experimental 


kdoe of its truth will be found inſuſlicient to 
\cAatioMute you linccre Chriſtians, 

jou are in poſſeſſion of ſuch a revelation of 
lupported by the cleareſt teſtimony of its divine 
h we exhort you to make the beit uſe of ſuch 
cen able treaſure, Seck a growing acquain- 
ich its truly important dectrines, live upon 
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bort miles, and act under the influence cf its pre- 


Teach this heaven! y religion to your families 


ſtianiyy 
le greateſt induſtry and care. Endeavor to 
he attention of the young to this ſubject that 


lo eſtabliſhed in the knowledge and belief of 
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the truth as not to be drawn aſide by daring it 
who are beginning every where to ſhew them 
Some of whom would reduce Chriſtianity tos 
of natural religion, by ſetting aſide its peculiar 
rines, and others would deſtroy it altogether, 
earneſtly for Zion's proſperity. , Remember in 
-petitions thoſe zealous miniſters of the goſpe 
are willing to baniſh themſelves from their co 
and every domeſtic and ſocial enjoyment, to ca 
joyful tidings to the millions who are now peri 

for lack of knowledge. © Afiiſt thoſe diſinte 
ſervants of God with your property, and thereby 
the ſincerity of your prayers.” And “finally bie 
pray for us that we may be diligent and fa 
ourſelves and that the © word of the Lord may 
free courſe and be glorified with you, 
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